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f.O. 12065: Q S-9/2S/dS ( PECX. ROBERT) 

TACSt PBPR, SNAR, AT , OR. OS, PR 

SUBJECT! XXWSOK NESTING WITH AFGHAN FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . CONFIDENTIAL- ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. COHMARYi DO RIMS LEXGTHY. BUSINESSLIKE SESSION IN NEW YORK. 
ORDER SECRETARY XXXSOM ANO AFGHAN FONKIN SHAH WALX TRADED MUTUAL 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IN IMPROVING BILATERAL RELATIONS, BUT 
ACRE20 OX LITTLE ELBE. DISCUSSION TORCHED ON THE DUBS ASSASS- 
rXATIOX AMD TXE 0*A APPROACH TO ACCEPTANCE OF FOREIGN ASSISTANCE. 
SHAH WALX AFGBAB 'FUGITIVES" WERE BEING TRAINED THERE. HE MIN- 
IMIZED TBI SOVIET PRESENCE IX AFGXAXISTAN AXO DEFENDED HIS GOVER- 
NMENT** IXDEPEXDEXCB AXD HON- ALIGNMENT. WE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION 
FOR THE DRA'B .INTEREST XX CONTROLLING NARCOTICS. END SUMMERY. 

3. AT OB INITIATIVE, ORDER SECRETARY XEWSOM CALLED ON AFGHAN 
FOXKIX SHAH VALI FOR A GENERAL HOUR- LONG EXCHANGE OF VIEWS SEP? 
27 IK RXV TORS. ASSISTANT SECRETARY SAUNDERS AND NEA/PAS OEREC- 
TOR PECS SAT XX. SHAX WALX BAD ONLY * NOTETAKER WITH KIM. 



4. HEWaOM OFEXED BY HOTING THAT WXEN HE WAS LAST IN AFGHANISTAN 
BE MET WITS TRBX-PRXSZDEJtT TARAXX AXD FON. MINISTER AKIN. HE 
NAXTBO TO OBB THE OPPORTUNITY OF THE FO;iHZX*S WISIT TO EXTEND 
BIB BEST XZ8BXB 40 AJtIX AHD TO SHAH KALI AS THEY ASSUMED THEIR 
BEX RBSPOBSIBILITXES. BEXSOM SAID CHARGE AMSTUTZ HAD REPORTED 
THAT BE BAD A CORDIAL COKVERSATIOX EARLIER THE SAME DAY WITH 
PRESIDENT AXZB. 

5. ZX RZSPOBCE SHAX MALZ SAID THE ORA HAD FROM THE BEGINNING 
WANTED TO HAVE GOOD REEATIOXS XZTH ALL COUNTRIES WITHOUT EXCEP- 
TIOX. AFGBAXISTAI HAD TRADITZOXALLY FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE 
US ABD TBX DRA BAD BEXX DESIROUS OF MAINTAINING THESE TIES. 
REFERRING TO THE DOES ASSASSINATION, SHAH WALI SAID " CERTAIN 
EVERTS* BAD ACCORRZD XHICH TBE DRA DID NOT WANT. THE DRA HAD 
DONE ITS BEST TO PROVE THAT THESE EVENTS HAD BEEN OUTSIDE ITS 
CONTROL. 
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6. NEW5CM NOTED THAT THE REACTION IN THE OS TO T!fT DU&S AaiSASS- 

ihatio* had been very strong and led to the congressional action 
which reduces somewhat our cooperation, we have tries to extend 
our assistance pkograms as long as *e coull under the law. and 
are phasing oct dor programs is an orderly fashion, the us was 
always ready to discuss steps which might be takes to pot our 
relations back on a more normal basis. we welcomes word teat 
president amis wanted better relations. when the time came whe3 
better relations cccld be discussed. we were willing tc explore 
kow the conditions laid cows" by congress might be xet . 

7. is reply to shah mali's suggestion that" false propaganda - 
on this issue had usduly influenced us political leaders, newsqk 
£*rd it was the events surrounding the assassination that were 
responsible." not newspaper reports. we alsf, felt that we had rot 
cctten as much cooperation in the investigation as we could have 
expected, ik defense, shah walt pointed to t3e serious doubts 
still *n«mnikc about the kenedy assassination amd reiterated 
that the dma 3elitveu it had dok£ its best. 

3, reminded of previous ssc assistance to afghan development 
projects such as the helmand valley. seah wali said that it was 
because of the previous *riiitdly relation's between ocr two count- 
ries t!iat the dpa considered the present situation to be "abnor- 
mal." he saw ho hindrance o'p problem which could kot be solved. 
he desied that the dra was turning away trom the prior afgham 
practice of drawing ok multiple ail sources amd advisers is putt- 
ing together cooperative projects. shah wali poihted to the 
continuation or world bank. german and other projects, and argced" 
that afghanistan «s actions. in some "specific cases • 
( read u.s.i had arisen from a feeling that individuals did hot 
have proper qualifications . ke added that apghaxxstam had asked 
for hore personnel in certain cases, citing their request to care- 
medico t which had a large ls personnel component ) for more he- 
3ical specialists. he added with apparent regret that carz-nedico 
uad been cnable to comply, and that he had learned shortly before 
departing kabul of care-medico's decision to withdraw all of its 
personnel from the country. 

9. shah halt replied in the negative when asked if he expected 
changes in bastc dra policies following recent leadership changes, 
he expected continuity since the policies were laid down by the 
fakty. and the party still existed. new3cm said wc had notices 
thesioeht ak*k*s 
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CONFIDENTIAL FINAL SECTIOM OP 02STATE 2568LS/OJ 

STATED DESIRE FOR GOOD RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN'S 
NEIGHBORS PAKISTAN AND IRAlf. SHAH WALI SAID THIS 
REFLECTED TIE 'SINCERE DESIRES OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE 
AMD THE PARTY. HE SAID DEPUTY FCWMZN DOST'S VISIT 
TO PAKISTAN HAD RESOLTED IN HAVANA AND YORKER PRE- 
SIDENT TARAXX MAD ALSO TALKED WITH PAKISTANI PRES- 
IDENT EXA THERE. HE WAS CAREFUL TO POINT OUT THAT 
THE LATTER MSETTHC " REFLECTED THE DKSZRE OF OUR 
GOVERNMENT* . KE INDICATED THAT BOTH AG,.A SHAHI 
ARD ZIA HAD BEEN IHVITED TC KABUL, BUT THAT IT WAS 
UNDERSTOOD SIA -QULO COME ONLY AFTER Ait ACHA SHAKI 
VISIT HAD TAKEN PLACE.- 

10. AT AM OTHER POIHT IK THE CONVERSATION. SHAH TOOK 
A MILD tf WIPE AC PAKISTAN WHEH DISCUSSING THE UNDER- 
LAYIH CAUSES OF THE INSURGENCY. HE SAID THE RESLCS 
WERE MOSTLY THOSE *HO HAD LOST THEIR PO!LnSR FEUDAL 
PRIVILEGES, 3CT ADDED THAT PART OF THS PROBLEM WAS 
CREATED BY AFGHANISTAN '$ NEIGHBORS. HE POINTED TO 
THECALS 10 PAKISTAN WHERE AFGHAN " FUGITIVES" WERE 
-tRATKED . 

HE ADDED THAT PAKISTAN ALSO SENT SOME 'MILITIA* INTO 
AFGHANISTAN. ASKED ABOUT THE REFUGEE SITUATION, SHAH 
WALI ARGUED THAT AFGHANISTAN'S BORDERS WERE VERY 
POROUS AND THAT 2.S MILLION NOMADS CROSSED THE FRONT- 
IERS EVERY TEAR. THE EXPLANATION, HE CONCLUDED, WAS 
THAT* THEY HAVE DETAINEDOOR NOMADS. 

11. ON THE SUBJECT OF RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UHIOW 
SHAH WALX SAID AFGHANISTAN'S TRADITIONAL GOOD RELA- 
TIONS WITH ITS NORTHERN NEIGHBOR HAD CHANGED LITTLE 
WITH THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENTS OVER THE YEARS. ASKED 
IP KE SAW ANY CONTRADICTION BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN'S 
PROFESSIONS OF NON-ALIGNMENT AMD THE PRESENCE OF 
SOVIET TROOPS IN THE COUNTRY, SHAH WALX SAID THE 
NUMBERS OF SOVIET ADVISORS HAD BEEN EXAGGERATED. 

A MOUNTAIN HAD BEEN MADS OUT OF MOLEHILL. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT AFGHANISTAN HAD HAD SOVIET ADVISERS BEFORE 
THE REVOLUTION, AND SAID THE NUBER HAD HOT CHANGED 
MUCH. HE DECLINED TO BE PINNED DOWN AS TO EXACT 
NUMBER THERE NOW, AND SAID THERE WERE ADVISORS FROM 
OTHER HATIC&S SUCH AS INDIA. IK APPARENT CONTRADICT- 
ION OF HIS EARLIER STATEMENT, KE CONCLUDED THERE HAD 
BEEN NO QUALITATIVE CHANCE IN THE SITUATION, JUST A 
QUANTITATIVE ONE. 
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12. SHAH WALI ALSO DECLINED 70 III PINNED DOWN AS 
TO WHETHER THE PEOPLED DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF AFGHA- 
NISTAN'. PDPA* WAS A MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY. HE . 
SAID WE COULD JUDGE OURSELVES FROM TKE PROGRAM OF 
THE PARTY. TKE PDPA. HE ADDED, REFLECTED THE SO- 
CIALIST STRUCTURE OP THE COUNTRY. NEWSOM RECALLED 
HIS EARLIER DISCUSSION WITH THEM FOREIGN MINISTER 
AKIH uN THE NATURE OP THL PDPA IN LIGHT Or US LEG- 
ISLATION BEARING OH RELATIONS WITH RATIONS DOMINA- 
TED OK CONTROLLED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST 
MOVEMENT. DID SHAH WALI CONSIDER THE PDPA A PART 
OP THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST MOVEMENT OR AS A 
PURELY AFGHAN ENTITY? SHAH WALI SAID THE PDPA 
WANTED RELATICKS *ITH ALL PARTIES, MOT JUST THOSE 
IN SOCIALIST COUSTPIES. ME ASSURED NEWSOM THAT 
HIS WAS A SOVEREIGN '".OVERNEMENT HOT UNDER THE 

"INFLUENCE OF ANOTHER GOVERNMENT OR PARTY. AFGaN- 
ISTAN WAS FAITHFUL TO THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT AND 
WANTED TO HAVE A POLICE OF ITS OWN. NEWiGM COMMEN- 
TED that t::e us respected -true non-alignment", but 

THAT WE HAD PHILOSOPHICAL DIFrF.PTNCED WITH SOME 

CONfHXCS* DCYI'WITXOM nr kch-aligsmemt--s?ectifxca- 

LLY THAT OF CUBA. 

13. SAUNDERS SAID WF APPRECIATED THE ORA'S INTERE- 
ST l'.i CONTROLLING THE FLOW OF NARCOTICS. DESCRIB- 
ING NARCOTICS AS A MAJOR RATIONAL PROBLEM IN THE US. 
SAUNDERS SAID WE WERE PREPARED TO WORK WIT* AFGHAN 
AUTHORITIES AND WOULD APPRECIATED ANY COOPERATION 
THE DRA NIGHT GIVE. SHAH UALl BRIGHTENED VISIBLY 
IN'THAWKINC US FOR MENTIONING THIS NATTER. HE SAID 
THE ORA HAD TURNED A tACHE OF HASHISH LAST YEAR 
WORTH DOLS 2S MILLION, BUT THE WESTERN PRESS HAD 
PAID THIS NO HEED. NEWSOM REGRETTED THE LACE OF 
PUBLICITY BUT SAID WE IN THE USC HAD NOTICED. VE 
RECOGNIZED THE DIFFICULTIES COUNTRIES FACED IN IN- 
TERFERING WITH TRADITIONAL NARCOTICS CULTURE AND 
TRAFFICKING. PARTICULARLY SINCE NARCOTICS COULD BE 
AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF INCOME FOR POOR FARMERS. 

IT WAS AN ACT CF COURAGE FOR A GOVERNMENT XN A 
COUNTRY SUCH AS AFGHANISTAN .TO TARE A STRONG STAND, 
AND WE APPRECIATED THIS*. HE ADDED THIS WAS A POSI- 
TIVE ELEMENT IN OUR RELATIONS. 

14. IN CLOSING. NEWSOM SAID HL WANTED TO KEEP THE 
LINES OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
OPES. HE HAD ASKED A LOT OF r.UESTlCN. SOT THIS HAD 
P EN IN THE INTEREST OF FINDING A BASIS ON WHICH VE 

■LD IMPROVE CUR RELATIONS. HE HAD BEEN ENCOURAGE 
TKE RECEPTION PRESIDENT AMIW HAD GIVEN TO OUR 

.AGE EARLIER IN THE DAY AND HOPED THIS WOULD SIG- 
NAL CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT IN OUR RELATIONS. VANCE 
BT 
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